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courage in the defence of the Vexin against William II, and
at the end of the century was dubbed knight and was elected
by the nobles as the successor of Philip. Owing to his
father's excommunication, the ceremony of crowning and
anointing the new king could not take place, but akeady in
1100, when he paid a visit to Henry I of England, he appears
with the title of king-elect. He was as energetic as his
father was lethargic, but for some time he had to face the
jealous opposition of Bertrada, now with a young family of
her own. In 1103 the king seems at last to have reconciled
his wife with her stepson, and at the same time practically
to have resigned to him the reins of power. The close of
the eleventh century saw the French monarchy at its weakest*
A revival began with the opening years of the twelfth century,
before Philip was dead. It is not to Philip, but to Louis,
that the credit must be given ; at 1100, rather than at 1108,
the reign of Philip I may be taken as ended.
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